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A letter from Chris é Ten years ago it was just my first residents,     

Cecil, Pete and myself driving around town in my Bronco.  Pete asking, 

òWhen are we going to eat?ó Cecil requesting, òI want to go to the 

VFW and get a drink.ó Me thinking. òwhat did I get myself into?ó     

Now itõs ten years later and here we are!   

Julie and I would like to thank all the families, 

residents and staff who have enriched our 

lives with their care, love and support.  

Choosing to trust an organization to care for 

your loved one is never an easy decision, and 

we at Family First would like to thank all the 

families over the years that have chosen us.  It is never easy to care for 

individuals with declining health but I would like to think all the 

families who have experienced our services have walked away 

knowing their loved one was in the right place.   

Please celebrate with us 10 years of providing quality care.                                   

Join us August 5th from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.                                                                                                        

in the Atrium of our office building                                                                                                             

for hors dõoeuvres and drinks.   

Family First has also employed many wonderful people over the years and we would like to 

thank them for sharing their gifts with us.  One employee I have to mention by name, for   

without her Family First would not have been able to reach its full potential.  Thank you Mary 

Mason for realizing the big picture while continuing with the daily details. Your dedication 

has been invaluable during your 7+ years with us.                                                                                    

Thank you to all the health services in our community who have provided supportive care to 

our residents.  It truly is a team effort to care for the elderly and when you work along side 

professionals, families can relax knowing the end result will be a positive one.          

To our families, Julie and I say thank you for believing in us and always supporting us.       

Special thanks to Hailey and Jacob for putting up with mom and dadõs crazy hours! 

Ten years and a thousand stories, I personally feel like the luckiest man on earth to be able 

to care for a generation so fantastic it will never be equaled!  To Pete, I hope they give      

seconds on desserts up there.  To Cecil, tip your winged waitress well.  

With much respect and love to all, Chris.  

 

Spring 2009 



 

Welcome New Residents  

Virginia K.  Gwen K.  

Ellen M.  Geraldine R.   

Lula E. Olga E.  

Agnus J. Shirley P.  

Marge H.  Molly C.   

Marie B. Leila M.   

I first met Chris when my brother Pete was in a nursing home where Chris was his    

therapist. My brother at that time was in a wheel chair after a fall when he was trying to 

live on his own. I lived 3,000 miles from my brother, and there was no other  family near 

by. At the nursing home, he had little attention and no help for rehab except for Chris's 

therapy. I flew out to see what could be done to rescue (that is the word) my brother, and 

here was this wonderful man with a winning smile telling me of his own plans to open a 

small adult home that would provide a family atmosphere and 24 -hour care. The house 

was ready for its first "family member."                                                                                                                              

A short time later my brother, now out of his wheelchair, moved to 

Olalla as that first  family member. He lived there for 6 happy years, 

helping in the garden, stacking wood for the fireplace, and feeding 

the cat, once again a happy and useful member in the community of 

Family First.  Chris, Julie and their children Hailey and Jacob, gave 

my brother personal attention that I could provide only 3 or 4 times 

a year in person. You can imagine how relieved his sister,  living so 

far away on the East Coast, felt. I also should mention the high   

quality of the meals served at Family First, food was important to 

my brother!                       

Eventually my brother did go to a nursing home because of a serious medical condition 

demanding much more physical attention, but this time a good, clean, airy one with a 

dedicated staff arranged by Family First. The Thomsonõs continued visits to my brother, 

telling me he was like their own brother. After he passed, I had a memorial service for 

him here at my church; Chris, Hailey, and Jacob came East to join us.  

I have been delighted to read in their Newsletters the growth of Family First, now five 

homes, and to know that the special care given by Family First continues.  

Submitted by Amelie, Peteõs loving sister 

Our First Resident - A Sister Remembers  

Molly  

Ellen and Julie Olga  

Leila 

Marge  


